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VERONICA DE JULIANIS, ST
(1660-1727)
THOUGH God is wonderful in his Saints in all ages and places, there is
a natural disposition to associate certain types of sanctity with particular
epochs, perhaps from the fact that the special wants of the Church, and of
souls, which are so largely brought about by the circumstances of the
time, call for persons adapted to meet these difficulties, and by the help of
divine grace to overcome them. Veronica Giuliani would seem to be one
of those whose days we might expect to find contemporary, or nearly so,
with St Gertrude, Juliana of Norwich, Richard Rolle, and other great
mystics of the Middle Ages, for from her cradle to her grave, her life was
marked by wonders recalling those of the Saints of the epoch of Faith.
Born at Mercatillo, in the Duchy of Urbino, Italy, 1660, the daughter
of Francesco Giuliani and Benedetta Mancini, citizens of the town and
persons of the rank of gentlefolk, she received the name of Ursula
at her baptism. The prodigies that marked her life are said to have
commenced when she was six months old! for after pronouncing the
name of the Blessed Trinity, at that tender age, she left her mother's lap
and walked with a firm step. A year later, she reproved a shopman who
was giving a false measure of oil with the words : " Be just ! God sees
you! " Like nearly all the Saints, her love for the poor commenced with
her early childhood. She was not content merely with feeding the hungry
and giving drink to the thirsty, but after the example of St Francis of
Assisi, St Martin of Tours and others, even gave away portions of her
own clothing to relieve the necessitous. From about the age of eleven,
the subject of Our Lord's Passion began to absorb her religious attention,
though of course, this did not exclude a tender devotion to the Blessed
Virgin or the other spiritual exercises which had been part and parcel of
her life for several years.
But as the first victories of all who strive not merely after perfection
but to lead a life of ordinary goodness, must be over themselves, so it
was with our Saint. Joined to this love of Our Saviour, His Blessed
Mother, and so much else that was holy, was unfortunately a dictatorial
spirit which made Ursula inclined to criticize adversely all those who
did not manifest the same eagerness for the devotions which so strongly
appealed to herself. This unfortunate trait is believed to have been largely
cured through a vision which she had when about sixteen years of age, in
which she saw her heart represented as a piece of steel! She also later accused
herself of much false complacency about the time that her father was